Family history evaluation in epidemiologic studies; an evaluation of bias in the conventional methods and a proposal of a new one.
We discuss problems of conventional methods to evaluate family histories as risk factors in epidemiologic studies, and propose a new one. In the proposal, incidence rates of the disease interested among family members are treated as exposure levels. Besides, we show the quantitative difference between the results obtained by the conventional methods and the new one using models. Because of not so much information required for the new method, we recommend it even though the difference was not so large.